
Safeguarding Children Online  

Radicalisation and Extremism 
 

1.  Consideration of the global phenomenon of social media 

and highly advanced use by extremist groups , including far 

right  

 

2.The Risks posed to children in their online world  (Ofsted E-

safety Content, Contact and Conduct)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/womens-

life/11120869/Muslim-women-Forget-radicalisation-in-mosques-

Sheikh-Google-is-the-real-threat-to-young-Muslims.html 

Sheikh Google 



#parisshooting #parisshooting video 

#parisattack  

#KillAllMuslims 

#JeSuisCharlie  

#JeSuisKouachi 

Guardian Newspaper Summary  

Trending on Social Media instantly   

https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=10153015720391323&set=vb.10513336322&type=2&theater






What is the impact of atrocity videos becoming 

normalised and available online and in the media?   

 

(Parents report 3 year olds accidently viewing 

beheading videos on YouTube) 



 

“Muslim radical who attacked New York 

cops 'spent months visiting jihadist 

websites”  

 

 



http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-19/malet-our-new-

era-of-crowdsourced-terrorism/5754818 

“Atrocity videos also draw curious viewers who can 

then be contacted and ultimately persuaded to 

become foreign fighters” 
 

 

 

 

Crowd Sourced Terrorism  

 

Australian Police Arrest 15 Extremists Over a Plot to 

Behead “Random Members of the Public” 

Thursday, September 18, 2014 



Facebook introduce warnings over videos 

stating their contents might "shock, offend 

and upset" if viewed. 





Commentators 

referred to  

“Them and Us” 



I’m a Muslim with a beard. What’s so scary about 

that?  Guardian Oct 29  

 

 

Watch Pharrell - Happy British Muslims! #HAPPYDAY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVDIXqILqSM 

 

Response 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bcwOJvpyJA 

 

 

People stare. 

Sometimes, on 

the tube, they 

cross the 

carriage to 

create a space 

between us 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVDIXqILqSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bcwOJvpyJA


Sydney siege hashtag #illridewithyou and its 

opponents #iwontridewithyou 

@QueeniesSoapbox @TRobinsonNewEra 



Islamic State – Prolific use of Social Media 

• At least 28,000 Twitter accounts supporting the Islamic State, 

since the beheading of American journalist James Foley, 

according to NBC News.   

• Islamic State moves to other social networks after Twitter 

clampdown  - Diaspora 

• http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2014/aug/21/islamic-

state-isis-social-media-diaspora-twitter-clampdown 

 

  

 

http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/isis-terror/28-000-pro-isis-twitter-accounts-created-james-foley-murder-n195401
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http://www.englishdemocrats.org.uk  

http://www.catholic.org 

Stormfront  

 

http://www.englishdemocrats.org.uk
http://www.catholic.org


 

 

 

 
Britain First is a 

BNP splinter group 

 

The largest and 

fastest growing UK 

political page on 

Facebook 

 

The image to  is one 

of their most 

popular fundraising 

campaigns ever 

(shared 791,234 

times).  

 

 

 

 





https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=6

23163864495545 



Isis videos 'excite' group's 

supporters 

• Evidence from the Twitter, Facebook, Ask.fm and Instagram accounts 

of 450 foreign fighters in Syria and Iraq and others who follow them 

suggests the filmed murders and speeches attacking Washington and 

London appear to have made Isis's cause more glamorous to 

extremists abroad, according to the International Centre for the Study 

of Radicalisation (ICSR) at King's College London. 

 

• http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/14/isis-videos-excite-

groups-supporters-david-haines-syria 

• http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/03/isis-

beheading-videos-propaganda-working 
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http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/sep/24/isis-twitter-

youtube-message-social-media-jihadi 

“Isis in duel with Twitter  

and YouTube to spread 

extremist propaganda” 

 

“Piggybacking on 

Popular hashtags” 

 

#worldcup 

#iphone6 



“Portsmouth under strain after death of fourth (young 

man aged 19)  jihadi from city” 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk-

news/2014/oct/26/portsmouth-jihadi-city-mehdi-

hassan 

“At Friday prayer, we have advised 

people not to go to Syria, and said 

this is not jihad,” Jalil said. “I ask 

myself why these boys working in 

normal jobs would go there. I think 

they must have been influenced 

by the internet.  



http://www.theguardian.com/uk-

news/2014/oct/26/portsmouth-jihadis-isis-islamic-state 

“The Pompey jihadis: how did one English city 

produce six young fighters for Isis?” 

The feeling among some is that Hampshire’s 

cohort of fighters has nothing to do with 

Portsmouth. Instead they point out how they are 

radicalised online, often through Isis’s skilled use 

of social media. “It happens in their bedrooms, 

no one can reach them,” says Thakur, 

mimicking manic typing on the bonnet of a 

parked car.  



http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2807574/Ex-

private-schoolboy-19-fourth-Portsmouth-jihadist-die-

fighting-ISIS-family-say-wanted-return-home-months-

scared-happen-him.html 

 

 Abu Abdullah was behind an Ask.Fm travel guide for 

would-be jihadists that formed part of an attempt to recruit 

young Britons to Iraq and Syria. 

One user asked him: “I havent any traveling and i'm 

underage but what do you mean with no worries about 

money. honestly I don't know how to change money into 

tukish or syrian money. How does it work? I can't ask my 

parents or they will now [sic]”.  
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Cardiff South constituency is the home of alleged ISIS fighters 

Nasser Muthana (20) Reyaad Khan (20)  and Aseel Muthana 

(17) who appeared in an online video filmed in Syria 

radicalisation of the young fighters had been due to  “individuals coming in” 

[to the constituency] and “proactively grooming these young people” and 

to  “their exposure to on-line material well away from the gaze of local 

community leaders, imams and their families”. 

 

Stephen Doughty (Labour and  

Co-operative MP for Cardiff South and  

 Penarth)  



“The British women married to jihad”, 

Guardian 6 Sept 

“Social media  

accounts 

used to encourage  

other women to join  

them in Syria” 

Melanie Smith from King’s College International Centre for 

the Study of Radicalisation has been tracking through their 

social media accounts 21 British women who have joined 

Isis 

“I have literally no money to come [to Syria], and I can’t take 

out loans … because I’m too young is there any way you can 

help?” The reply from the self-styled jihadists is swift: 

“Message us privately.” 



“Yusra is a star pupil … all have 

concluded she must have been 

radicalised – via the internet. 

 

Sara Khan from Inspire discussing 

missing 15 year old from Bristol 

“major role of social media, internet” 

in connecting bright, inquisitive 

young people in the UK with 

extremists” 

http://www.wewillinspire.com/the-

british-women-married-to-jihad-

guardian 

 

 

 

Friend says Yusra's family noticed she  

was on phone and computer a lot. 
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Sara Khan tells the Guardian that younger women 

may rebel against cultural practices using religion to 

challenge their parents’ strictures on everything 

from arranged marriages to education. This can be 

problematic if they choose ultra-conservative 

sources as their guide. Such ultra-conservatism has 

gained ground recently while mainstream 

interpretations have been drowned out. “There is a 

feeling that the more hardline your interpretation, 

the more authentic it is, and that’s not the case at 

all — it’s just not true of Islamic law.” 

 



http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/09/02/the-

british-jihadi-janes-who-have-left-to-fight-with-islamic-

state_n_5752804.html 

Example posts and use of social media by young girls  

http://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/london-

life/internet-brides-of-jihad-how-islamic-state-is-

using-social-media-to-lure-young-british-women-to-

syria-9846143.html 



The Sun Newspaper's ‘Unite against Isis’ 

and risks to school girls online" 

• “A social media movement may seem irrelevant to some but consider 

the brides being recruited online and how important the web is …….”  



Tsarnaev brothers – “Learnt everything from 

the Internet” 



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-29891285 

GCHQ's Robert Hannigan says tech firms 'in denial' 

on extremism 



Ministers bid to block extremist videos posted on online 


