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Tudor Houses
Holborn - iPad Session

Curriculum mapping 

History KS2 

A local history study 
• A depth study linked to one of the British areas of study.
• A study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected in the 

locality (this can go beyond 1066).
• A study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is 

significant in the locality 
 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

Computing KS2

•    Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of    
      digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and content that  
      accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and 
      information

Geography KS1

•     Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key

Geography KS2
• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied
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Introduction activity 

Look at the drawn image of ‘Bankside’, the Tudor south side of the river located here: 
tudors.lgfl.net/entertainment.html#book/

larger image located here:

tudors.lgfl.net/entertainment.html#book/19

Point out to pupils where the river is on this 
image, and ask what they think the three 
circular buildings in the foreground are.

Do these buildings look familiar to the class?
Have they seen a building like this in London 
today? Hopefully pupils will say it looks a bit 
like the Globe Theatre on Bankside.

Discuss how the Globe Theatre was a Tudor building and the Globe we have today is a copy of 
the original building. Explain that these buildings were called playhouses because they were open-
air theatres. Look at the houses in the surrounding area. 

How are they different from houses today. Are there any of these houses still standing in modern 
day London?

Main part of the lesson 

Go to the chapter of the Tudor resource concerned with Holborn, located here: https://
content.lgfl.net/secure/tudors/geography_of_tudor_london.html#book/19

 Watch the video clip ‘Find out what Tudor houses looked like’. Make a list of the key features of 
a Tudor house, noting the materials, the colour and the features (such as the overhang). Explain 
that in this lesson, you would like pupils to create their own Tudor houses using Pocket Minecraft. 
Demonstrate how to access Pocket Minecraft and the basic functions including;

How to select blocks
How to build
How to remove blocks. 

Children can follow the detailed Minecraft instructions to make the Tudor House. 
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Plenary

Share the completed houses using Apple TV. Children should take a screenshot, holding down 
the home button and pressing the power button. This will save their house to Photos. Airdrop 
these to the teachers device and print the houses for a display. Discuss the features and talk about 
how the inside of the house. What would have been the main features in a house like this? 


