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Meeting Henry at Hampton Court
Royalty and Palaces Ks2 - iPad Session

Curriculum mapping 

History KS2 

A local history study 
• A depth study linked to one of the British areas of study.
• A study over time tracing how several aspects of national history are reflected in the 

locality (this can go beyond 1066).
• A study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is 

significant in the locality 
 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

English KS2 - Writing – composition

Year 3 and 4 – evaluate and edit by:
     •    Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements
     •    Proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the 

accurate use of pronouns in sentences

Year 5 and 6 – plan their writing by:
     •    Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and
           using other similar writing as models for their own
     •    Noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
     •    In writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in
          what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed

Spoken language
     •    Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and  
          debates
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Introduction activity 

Remind the class that King Henry had many palaces and would travel around them during the 
year. Read through together the introductory text located here: tudors.lgfl.net/
royalty_and_palaceshtml#book/6 which explains how the Royal Household moved around: staff  
would have to travel ahead of the Royal party in order to set up the palaces as the King liked. 
Discuss with the class how they would feel having to move around all the time.

Explain that the King was seen as a very important and influential person; courtiers and guests at 
court and the palaces would be keen to meet and talk to the King. They might have something to 
ask or discuss with him, and being in the palace as his guest meant that they might be able to see 
him.

Watch the ‘introduction to the Great Hall’ video clip, located here: tudors.lgfl.net/
royalty_and_palaces.html#book/5 and talk about how the King was viewed as so powerful – 
even his position in the palace building signified this power.

Main part of the lesson 

Watch the ‘Find out what the Great Watching Chamber was for at Hampton Court Palace’ video 
clip, located here: tudors.lgfl.net/royalty_and_palaces.html#book/5 and discuss how courtiers 
and visitors would wait here for a glimpse of the King in the hope of talking to him.

Also watch the ‘Find out how courtiers at Hampton Court Palace passed their time and tried to get 
noticed by the King’ clip, located on the same page, for further information.

Explain that the route to the King was difficult: firstly, you had to be invited to the palace. Then 
you would enter the Great Hall hoping to be able to wait in the Great Watching Chamber, from 
where you would next try to gain access to the Presence Chamber, where the King was more 
likely to be.

But the King would also have his privy chambers, where he spent most of his time, and it was 
nearly impossible to gain access to that part of the palace. The King would walk through the Great 
Watching Chamber to go to the chapel, but even then he would be surrounded by guards, so 
getting to him was nearly impossible.

Tell pupils to work in pairs to write a question each that they would like to take to the King. They 
might want to imagine they are the law student who complains about the poor state of London’s 
road surfaces in the ‘Dear Henry I would like to complain about......’ activity (Trade and Industry 
lesson resources) and base their question on this.
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iPad Activity

Open Puppet Pals on the iPad. Following the how-to user guide each pair should act out the 
conversation with the King. Images of Henry VIII and Tudor people can be found on the LGfL 
Image Bank www.imagebank.lgfl.net or commercial free sites like Pixabay for use in the Puppet 
Pals app. You can click and hold the images to save them to the Photos app. These can be 
imported into Puppet Pals. Edit the images by drawing around the edge of the characters to 
remove backgrounds. 

Children record their question and answer session with the King in the app. The results of then 
shared in the plenary section of the lesson.

Videos should be exported to the camera roll and could be edited in iMovie to add in Tudor 
music from audionetwork.lgfl.net as an extension activity.

Plenary

Share the videos using Apple TV in the classroom. Discuss how each of the guests acted in front 
of the King. Ask, what do you think people needed to consider when meeting the King. 

Watch and discuss the re-enactment of a character called Sir Thomas Seymour giving us some 
advice about how to act when in the presence of the King, located here: tudors.lgfl.net/
royalty_and_palaces.html#book/21
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